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REGULATIONS FOR
FARM STORAGE OF FUELS
By G. A. GREAVES,

Chief Inspector of Explosives, Mines Department.

THE Flammable Liquids Regulations, made under the Explosives and Dangerous Goods Act,
are now the only comprehensive rules which apply to all industrial fuels and solvents and to
all storages, from small tanks or drum depots to large industrial installations.
Most primary producers keep reserve stocks
of liquid fuels for vehicles and machinery and
these notes will explain the exemptions given
to farmers and the effect of the regulations in
country districts.
Classification of liquids
Flammable liquids are divided into three
classes according to flash point, which is a standard test for the lowest temperature at which
the liquid gives off sufficient vapour to form a
flammable mixture with air.
Class
1
2
3

Flash point

Example

less than 73° F.
73° to 150° F.
150° to 300° F.

petrol
kerosene
diesel fuel

Lubricating oils have flash points above
300° F. and the regulations do not apply to
any liquids with flash points exceeding 300° F.
General exemptions
The regulations provide for registration and
licensing of fuel storages but there are some
significant exemptions which should be known
to the farmer, the town-dweller and the small
factory owner. A person may keep, without
licence, any flammable liquids which are in
bottles or other containers below 1 gallon in
size; there is therefore no application to the
bottles and cans kept on the shelves of a store
or supermarket.
Any person may keep for his own use at
his dwelling or place of business a quantity
not more than 50 gallons of Class 1 liquid or
250 gallons of Class 2 liquid, provided not
more than 4 gallons of Class 1 or 20 gallons
of Class 2 are kept within the actual dwelling.
These exemptions of 50 gallons and 250
gallons are widely applied to petrol, kerosene
and heating oil, so that no licence is required

for one drum of petrol or for a small tank of
either kerosene or heating oil. It would, however, be an offence to keep such quantities
inside a place which is a dwelling.
The regulations apply only to liquids which
are kept in storage for some purpose and there
is general exemption for liquids carried in fuel
tanks of vehicles or stationary engines as well
as for liquids which are being processed or
used in industry or manufacturing.
Exemption for farms
For the farmer or any other primary producer on land exceeding 10 acres there is
general exemption for storing liquids in drums
or tanks up to a maximum of 1,000 gallons of
each class. This means that the primary producer may keep for use on his own property
a maximum of 1,000 gallons of petrol, 1,000
gallons of kerosene or heating oil and 1,000
gallons of diesel fuel.
This exemption, however, cannot be granted
if the owner carries on a business of distributing
and selling the liquids to others in the district.
If he carries on business as an agent then he
must license the fuel storage and conform with
the regulations.
There are certain provisions in the regulations which apply to farm storages and farmers
should note that, in the interest of general
safety, storages must be located at least 50
feet away from any dwelling house and not
less than 50 feet from the boundary of the
property. It is also required that the ground
be kept clear of all vegetation, weed growth
or combustible matter for 20 feet around the
whole storage.
For immediate working needs the farmer
can also keep in some other place the quantities which are normally exempt, that is, one
drum of petrol and up to 250 gallons of kerosene, heating oil or diesel fuel.
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These exemptions apply on any property
exceeding 10 acres, whether it be a farm, vineyard, pastoral lease, poultry farm, orchard or
market garden, as long as the liquid fuels are
stored for use on the property and are not for
sale or distribution. A small property of less
than 10 acres cannot qualify for exemption
and will require licence under the regulations.
Storage in townsites
Any primary producer who lives in a house
within the townsite and who travels to and
from his farm must comply with the usual
regulations for storage of fuels in the town
area. He may not store more than the 50
gallons of motor spirit and 250 gallons of other
fuels on the town block unless the storage is
licensed. To obtain a licence he must obtain
the Council's approval for the storage and must
then apply to the Explosives Branch for the
licence. It will be required that he locate and
construct the storage tank or drum depot in an
approved manner and that he provide at least
two fire extinguishers in the storage area.
Inspection of premises
The Explosives Branch has four general inspectors who are endeavouring to ensure that
premises which are licensed for storage of flammable liquids are complying with the regulations. A number of different factors must be
considered in each storage situation and the
inspectors are willing to assist and advise those
who have such storages in country townsites.
Flammable liquids, especially those of Class
1, are dangerous goods and the regulations can
be applied so as to reduce the general fire
hazard and afford protection to those who live

and work on property adjoining the licensed
premises. The regulations are a general Statute
applying to the whole of Western Australia so
there will be no variation of the rules which
are applied uniformly in all towns or shires
throughout the State.
Fire underwriters insure properties for fire
risk and they do so on condition that the
person insured shall comply with all legal requirements for safety. It is then the responsibility of the insured to meet these requirements.
If he fails to do so it is possible that an insurance company will dispute the claim for any
loss caused by failure to comply with the regulations.
Copies of the Flammable Liquids Regulations can be obtained from the Mines Department at 20 cents per copy but it is possible
that most Council offices will still have available the information booklets which were issued
for free distribution when the regulations first
came into operation.
Also available at Council offices are the
forms of application for license of premises.
The form is self-explanatory and when completed it should be mailed to the Explosives
Branch in Perth. The applicant will then be
advised of the necessary licence fee which varies
according to the quantity of liquids stored on
the premises.
All correspondence and any request for
special information should be addressed to the
Chief Inspector of Explosives, Albert House,
10 Victoria Avenue, Perth, where every attention will be give to those who are seeking
advice on storage problems.

NATIONAL POLICY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND
TECHNOLOGICAL INFORMATION SERVICES
An efficient system for the storage, retrieval
and dissemination of information in science and
technology is a feature of advanced countries.
A new look at Australia's information needs in
the fields of science and technology is now
under way.
A Scientific and Technological Information
Services Enquiry Committee, with wide-ranging
membership chosen from industry, universities
and colleges, C.S.I.R.O., government and libraries, was recently announced by Sir Alan
Hulme, Minister for the Department of the
Vice-President of the Executive Council.
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The Committee will examine the needs of
individuals and organisations for scientific and
technical information, with a view to bringing
forward proposals which will assist in the formulation of national policy in this area. It will
assess the adequacy and availability of existing
resources and the access to them.
The Committee of Enquiry aims to complete
a major part of its work this year. Individuals
or organisations wishing to submit comment or
to obtain further information about the scope
and objectives of the Committee are invited to
contact the Committee Secretariat, c/o The
National Library of Australia, Canberra, A.C.T.
Journal of Agriculture, Vol 12 No 7, 1971

